AP United States History (APUSH)
Mr. McKenzie
Email: cmckenzie@williamandreed.com
Welcome to APUSH!
In this class students will investigate significant events, individuals, developments, and processes in nine

historical periods from approximately 1491 to the present. Students develop and use the same skills, practices,
and methods employed by historians: analyzing primary and secondary sources; developing historical
arguments; making historical comparisons; and utilizing reasoning about contextualization, causation, and
continuity and change over time. The course also provides seven themes that students explore throughout the
course in order to make connections among historical developments in different times and places: American and
national identity; migration and settlement; politics and power; work, exchange, and technology; America in the
world; geography and the environment; and culture and society.
Now, as far as summer work, there are five summer assignments you must complete. The purpose of this is to ensure that
we get as much time to review for the AP exam as possible. All assignments are due on the first day of school, August 8th,
2022. On this day, there will be an “open packet” quiz, and the subsequent collection of the packets. No credit will be
given for any of this work after that time. My advice is to spread out this work throughout the summer and pace yourself,
DO NOT wait until the last week of summer to begin.
Assignments:
1. Native American Cultures
a. Lecture Notes
b. Map Activity
2. Columbian Exchange Research
a. Graphic Organizer entries
3. Colonial Encounters and Differences
a. Comparison Chart
4. Documents
a. Spanish Colonies + Questions
b. French Colonies + Questions
5. 13 Colonies Comparisons
a. Graphic Organizer and Notes

Assignment #1: Native American Culture
Period 1 of the APUSH course outline focuses on the period from 1491 (a generic, symbolic year for life in America preEuropean contact) to 1607 (the establishment of the Jamestown Colony), so the first thing we need to do is focus on life
before Columbus “found” America. The video below will cover this concept quite well. I have attached a graphic
organizer for you to follow along and take notes. After the video, you’ll get to do a little coloring! Follow the directions
on the map activity to help aid your understanding of pre-Columbian America.
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG_Q50JDeLo

Assignment #2: Columbian Exchange Research
For this assignment, you will be left to do a very general look into the permanent system of contact and trade between the
Old and New Worlds that was established by Columbus’ voyages known as the Columbian Exchange. One of the easiest
and most general places to gather information on the Columbian Exchange is the Columbian Exchange Wikipedia page.
(Yes, a teacher is telling you to use Wikipedia. Not a good source to quote, but it is good for general information).
Fill out the chart I have provided for you to identify the effects of the Columbian Exchange on North America & Europe.
Optional, Supplemental Videos:

-Atlantic Slave Trade Effects on Africa (Ted Talks) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NXC4Q_4JVg
-Triangular Trade/Mercantilism Explained (Hip Hughes History) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nO2vAY0NYpk

Assignment #3: Colonial Encounters and Differences
A common writing question on the APUSH exam’s writing section involves comparing the colonies of different countries,
so it is good to be familiar with this concept of comparison and contrast early on in our journey. You will need to watch
videos on the 4 major colonizing countries (Spain, France, the Netherlands, and England) and fill out the corresponding
Graphic organizer that nicely displays them all side-by-side.
Spanish Colonization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IhWMMEKNxdQ
French Colonization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UqUSY59Kilk
Dutch Colonization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rH1uGY16WJM
English Colonization: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ecFVogu0H2w

Optional, Supplemental Video:
Countries’ differences in relationships between Natives - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EdV98rKV5gM

Assignment #4: Readings and Questions
I have selected 2 readings for your leisure. One is primary, and the other is secondary. You will be exposed to a
large amount of documents throughout the next academic year in class and during the exam. You will need to
get used to analyzing sources, so I have you taking a look at a view on the Spanish Colonies through a primary
source and a view on the Dutch Colonies through a secondary source.
Read each source and answer the corresponding questions that follow.

Assignment #5: 13 Colonies Comparisons
Another frequent writing question deals with the unique social, economic, and geographical identities of the 13 colonies
by splitting them into 3 distinct regions – North, Middle, and South. This lecture and graphic organizer will help identify
many of these differences to help you start to identify these differences which will play a huge role in the nation’s history
through the Civil War.
Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_THLW5hh8Y

Assignment #1: Native American Cultures
Name:
Fill out the following graphic organizer while consuming the following lecture on Native American Cultures on
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zG_Q50JDeLo

Arctic
Tribal Groups:

Plain Indians
Tribal Groups

Northeast /
Great Lakes
Tribal Groups:

Southwest
Tribal Groups:

Southeast
Tribal Groups:

Now, complete the map on the next page!

Assignment #2 – Columbian Exchange Worksheet
Name:
In the years following Columbus’ voyages to the Americas, the world witnessed an unprecedented permanent
exchange of people, products, and ideas known as the Columbian Exchange. You are to use the Wikipedia
article on the Columbian Exchange and any other online resources you find helpful in order to note significant
exchanges of animals, plants, populations, technology, culture, and ideas that took place during the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries. Your general goal should be to come up with at least three (3) entries for each box, but you
will realize when this will not be possible. It is best to leave this to your judgment in order to encourage
thorough research on your part.

New World to Old 

Old World to New

Animals
Plants
Populations/
People
Technology
Culture &
Ideas
Diseases

Other sources Consulted
(No set citation format is needed – just be descriptive enough that I can find these sources):

Assignment #3 - Colonial Encounters and Differences
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Assignment # 4 – Document
Analysis

Use the Space below to Answer Questions 1-3 from the document above

Assignment # 5 – 13 Colonies Comparison

New England
Colonies
Key Colonies
Key Figures
Why settle?
Economic
Activity
Predominant
Religion(s)
Religious
Outlook
Other Notes

Middle
Colonies

Southern
Colonies

